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But over against those generalizations that would interpret the al-
coholism of the Wanderleys as being a case of Nordic degeneration
due to the effects of a hot climate, there is the fact that we do not
know how far such excesses may or may not have been due to diffi-
culties of adaptation to the climate. Alcoholism may very well be the
result of a family defect, favored by social conditions. But in our
country genealogical studies are generally very superficial; being un-
dertaken chiefly to satisfy the vanity of Imperial barons or Republican
snobs,192 they are lacking in the realism193 and depth that are needed
to make them, properly speaking, scientific. In the case of the Wan-
derleys, a detailed study should be made of Gaspar's forebears. Con-
cerning him we know, from Wat j en,194 that he was of the nobility,
but a man of weak character. At least-in the opinion of the Dutch
chroniclers. What weakness of character might this be? That of a
dowry-hunter? That of a fugitive? That of a drunkard? What cre-
dence are we to give to the statements of the Dutch, who are suspect
on this subject, seeing that Gaspar was a sort of Calabar195 in re-
verse, who betrayed his own people to go over to the side of the
Pernambucans and his bride? She was a rich bride, it is true, the
daughter of a plantation-owner. There were others among the Dutch

been consecrated by popular malice,    that would furnish convincing proof."
Flattened nostrils, thick lips. A certain     He likewise demanded that the Wan-
member of one of these families, who     derleys show proof of their descent
had been granted a title of nobility     from a noble family of Holland. See,
by Pedro II, was commonly called     in this regard, Gilberto Freyre's in-
"Baron Chocolate."                              troduction to the Memorias de um

192 English    word    in    the    text.     Cavalcanti (Memoirs of a Cavalcanti)
(Translator.)                                        (Sao Paulo, 1940).

193 An editor of O Sete de Setem-        194E.    Hermann    Watjen:    "Das
bro of Recife, Vol. I, No. 34 (1846),     Judentum und die Anfange der mod-
states that the manuscript copy of     ernen Kolonization? in Das hoU'dnd-
Borges   da   Fonseca's   "Nobiliarchia     ische Kolonialreich in Brasilien (op.
Pernambucana" ("Pernambucan Peer-    cit.).

age"), preserved in the Library of S.        195 Allusion to a Brazilian mestizo,

Bento de Olinda, was found "with    Domingos  Calabar, who  fought  in

leaves torn out and others substituted."     Pernambuco (1632) under Mathias de

The same  editor was not  satisfied     Albuquerque and who later passed

with the evidence that had so far been     over to the side of the Dutch, being

presented as to the noble origin of    responsible for several Portuguese de-

the Cavalcantis of Pernambuco. Apro-    feats. He was finally captured and

pos of the claims to this effect of     hanged. In the case of Gaspar van der

Joao Mauricio Cavalcanti da Rocha    Lei, we have  a Dutchman  coming

Wanderley, he wrote: "Down to this     over to the Brazilian side. (Transla-

day no one,has seen any document     tor.)
disinterred from the Italian archives